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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 13094 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, EG, US, IS 

SUBJ: ISRAELI OIL EXPLOITATION IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN 
- TERRITORY AND GULF OF SUEZ 

REF: CAIRO 12108 

1 . NABIL ELARABY, MFA LEGAL DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR, HAS 
ADVISED US THAT DURING UPCOMING VISIT TO U.S. FOR SPECIAL 
UNGA SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, HE PLANS TO RAISE WITH 
DEPARTMENT POSSIBILITY OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR EGYPTIAN 
RESOLUTION IN THIS FALL’S UNGA CONDEMNING ISRAELI EXPLOITA- 
TION OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN TERRITORY 
AND GULF OF SUEZ. ELARABY EXPLAINED THAT UP TO THIS TIME, 

UN RESOLUTIONS ON THE SUBJECT HAVE DEALT WITH GENERAL 
SUBJECT OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN "OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORY." 

ISRAELIS HAVE NOT TRANSGRESSED OTHER TERRITORY TO DEGREE 
OF THEIR OPERATIONS IN SINAI AND GULF OF SUEZ AND GOE 

FEELS IT IMPORTANT FOR GOE'S FUTURE LEGAL POSITION TO HAVE 
DIRECT CONDEMNATION OF ISRAELI ACTIVITIES VIS-A-VIS EGYPT. 
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2. ELARABY SAID THAT U.S. POSITION WOULD, OF COURSE, BE 
CRUCIAL TO SUCCESS OF SUCH RESOLUTION AND HE WANTS TO 
COORDINATE CLOSELY WITH DEPARTMENT BEFORE DECIDING TO GO 
AHEAD WITH IDEA. 

3. COMMENT: EGYPTIAN POSITION WITH REGARD TO ISRAELI 
EXPLOITATION HAS HARDENED CONSIDERABLY, AND PREDICTABLY, 
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SINCE ISRAELI BEGAN PRODUCTION AT ALMA FIELD. EGYPTIANS 
SEE THIS AS ADDED INCENTIVE FOR ISRAELIS NOT TO BE 
FLEXIBLE ON RETURN OF SINAI IN SHORT TERM AND THEY VIEW 
SITUATION, THEREFORE, AS FONMIN KAMEL DESCRIBED TO 
SECRETARY, AS UNDERMINING EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT. WE ALSO FIND WHAT APPEARS TO BE EGYPT'S GO-IT 
ALONE POLICY WITH REGARD TO FURTHER ACTION AS SIGNIFICANT 
INDICATION OF THEIR CONCERN. IN BOTH THE LETTER TO UN SYG 
AND TO SECRETARY VANCE THERE IS LITTLE MORE THAN 
PERFUNCTORY MENTION OF RIGHTS OF OTHER ARABS. THIS IS 
STRICTLY AN EGYPTIAN INTEREST WHICH IS BEING TRANSGRESSED 
AND EGYPTIANS DO NOT WANT TO DIFFUSE CRITICISM BY 
REFERENCES TO OTHER ARAB STATES NOT AFFECTED. EILTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OFFSHORE DRILLING, EXPLORATION, PETROLEUM, NEGOTIATIONS, DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, 
MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIRO13094 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780208-0383 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780551/aaaabqwu.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9c2c3e9c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CAIRO 12108 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2670436 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI OIL EXPLOITATION IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN - TERRITORY AND GULF OF SUEZ 
TAGS: ENRG, PGOV, PDIP, EG, US, IS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9c2c3e9c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



